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Writing  to Source/
Analytical Writing



Write About 
Reading

Analytical 
Writing







Comprehension Skill
(Priority Skill): Theme

�The overall idea or message 
about life the author wants the 
reader to know. 

�The theme is not stated, but 
you can find it by thinking about 
what characters say and do, and 
what happens to them.

�In a narrative, it is the lesson 
learned by the main character.





Essential Question

�What can learning 
about different cultures 
teach us?



Unit 3 Week 1
Performance Task Question

�After reading “A Reluctant 
Traveler” and “Where Did That 
Come From?”, reflect on how other 
cultures have influenced Paul and 
life in America? Cite evidence from 
both texts in your answer. 



Difference between Essential Question and 
Performance Task

Essential Question 
– Asks a question for the purpose of a deep understanding 
of the “Big Idea”. 
It guides and focuses your thinking!!

•What can learning about different cultures teach us?
•BIG IDEA – Cultures 
•(Cultures teach us about different things)

Performance Task Question
– The written demonstration of the deep understanding of 
the “BIG IDEA” using text evidence from your readings.

• After reading “A Reluctant Traveler” and “Where Did 
That Come From?”, reflect on how other cultures have 
influenced Paul and life in America? Cite evidence 
from both texts in your answer.

 



Reading/Writing 
Workshop

Anthology 
Paired Selection

Let’s Read 
the Texts!



Navigating Students Towards the 
Right Direction…. Will Get Them to 

The Desired Destination!!

Common Core Blvd.

McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders



Keeping the 
End in Mind!
How will the 

“Priority Skill” 
be assessed? 

Part A

Part B



Part A

Part B

Second Cold 
Read



Key Words 
to Notice and 
Understand

• Compare
• Contrast
• Theme
• Text Evidence

Assessment 
Optional 



Integrate Ideas – Text to Text
(Connection to the Essential Question)

Paired Text

Reading/Writing 
Workshop

Learned 
About 

Ourselves 
from Other

Cultures

 A Reluctant
Traveler
How have 

other cultures 
influences Paul?

Where Did 
That Come 

From?
How have other 

cultures influences 
life in America?

Conclusions

Can be filled out throughout the week. 



Analytical 
Writing 
Road Map

Common Core Blvd.

McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders

• Go through the TE and identify all the activities 
on a daily basis that will guide the students, 
toward their final destination. 

Effective Analytical 
Writing!!



Day 1 Introducing the 
Concept

What can 
learning about 
other cultures 
teach us?

Cultural 
Exchange

Dancing part of 
many cultures

Learn to 
appreciate 

different cultures 
through dance

Dancing is a 
way to express 

cultural belief and 
customs

Dance wearing
Traditional 

clothing



Day 2
Paul made a face. 

“Don’t be critical, Paul,” 
his mom said.  “Just take 
a taste.”  Though some of 
the foods where new, the 
spices and flavors were 
familiar to Paul. 

“Mom, I had something 
like this at Cesar’s house,” 
Paul said, after biting into 
an empanada.  “This is 
really good.”

The dialogue reveals that 
the character is starting 
to change his mind about 
his travel to Buenos Aires.  
He is starting to make a 
connection to something 
he is familiar with.  

Evidence of Realistic Fiction 
Dialogue…This is what you 
should be listening for during 
Collaborative Conversations
Ask:
Is this a conversation that you 
would have with your mom?



Day 2

• Eating of the Empanada
• Effect: 
• Enjoyed it and his 

mood is changing. 
• More receptive
• Commonality / 

Familiarity  
• Saw a group of people 

dancing the “Tango”
• Effect: 
•  Breakdancing in NY

• Commonality / 
Familiarity 



Day 2
In a narrative, it is the 
lesson learned by the 
main character.

What Does the 
Character Do 
and Say?

What Happens to 
the Character?

Theme: 

Eating of the 
Empanada

Saw a group 
of people 
dancing the 
“Tango”

Enjoyed it and 
his mood is 
changing.
 More receptive

Reminds him 
of the Break 
dancing in NY

Paul learns about the culture 
in Argentina and discovers the 
commonality of different cultures.



Day 2
What Does the 
Character Do and 
Say?

What Happens to the 
Character?

Paul thinks it 
is odd to pack 
winter clothes in 
the middle of the 
summer.  He is not 
looking forward 
to visiting his 
aunt and uncle in 
Argentina.  

Looking from his 
bedroom window 
Paul said, “I think 
packing winter 
clothes in August 
is weird.”

Paul and his 
family are going 
to Argentina to 
visit his aunt and 
uncle. 

This wasn’t 
going to be a fun 
vacation.  He was 
sure of it. 

Modeled Analytical Writing



Day 2

What Does the 
Character Do and 
Say?

What Happens to the 
Character?

Theme: 

Eating of the 
Empanada

Saw a group 
of people 
dancing the 
“Tango”

Enjoyed it and 
his mood is 
changing.
 
More receptive

Reminds him 
of the Break 
dancing in NY

Paul learns about the culture 
in Argentina and discovers the 
commonality of different cultures.

Guided Analytical Writing
Paul thinks it is odd to pack 
winter clothes in the middle of 
the summer.  He is not looking 
forward to visiting his aunt and 
uncle in Argentina.  

After arriving in Argentina his 
aunt and uncle welcomed him 
and they headed to a restaurant.  
At dinner his mom encourages 
him to taste a small meat pie, 
although he was reluctant he 
took a bite and said, “this is 
really good.”  His attitude is 
beginning to change.  

As they strolled down the streets 
of Argentina, Paul noticed 
people dancing the “Tango”.  
It reminded him of the “Break 
Dancers” in New York, he 
thought it was pretty neat!



Day 3/4
This week the Main Selection is optional, therefore the 
instruction of the Paired Selection starts on Day 3. 

Why do you think certain foreign 
words have become a part of 
American English? 

Write About Reading

People from many other countries come to the 
United States and make this their home.  As they 
settle here and share their culture and traditions, 
the American people have adopted many foreign 
words, such as ketchup from the Chinese, 
karaoke from the Japanese and mosquito from the 
Spanish. 



Integrate Ideas – Text to Text
(Connection to the Essential Question)

Approaching 
Leveled 
Reader

Reading/Writing 
Workshop

Learned About 
Ourselves 
from Other

Cultures

Paul’s 
Experience in 

Argentina

Sarah’s 
experience in 

Europe

Conclusions

Reluctant at first

Finds familiarity 
and commonality
(food, dance, 
and sports)

Enjoyed visiting 
Argentina

Bored at first

Finds familiarity 
and commonality 
within the 
European Cities
(Hamburg, 
Sax, Frankfurt, 
Brussels, Naples)

Enjoyed 
researching the 
cultures of each 
country

Learned that 
many things 
Americans love 
originated from 
other countries. 

American 
Culture and 
Traditions 
originate 
from other 
countries. 

All cultures 
although 
diverse in 
nature share 
commonalities. 

Can be filled out throughout the week. 

Model how to make 
comparisons by using 
examples from the 
leveled readers and 
the RWW.



Teacher Modeling/Think Aloud 
• Teacher/student analyze question by discussing what is necessary to 
fulfill the requirement of the task 
• Teacher/students examine text to support the responses 

Write Answers To The Questions 
• Students write individual answers 
• Students share written responses in pairs/groups 

Improving Responses 
Compare and Justify 
• Guide students in discussing whether the answer fulfills the reading concepts 
embodied in the task and are supported by the selection 

Develop Better Responses 
• Use student responses to build and model complete paraphrased text-based 
answers 

Application For Ongoing Instruction 
• Students practice responding to similar questions and apply strategies 
independently with various texts 
• Teachers select assessments for primary and secondary benchmarks using the 
reading standards format 

Performance Task 
Instructional Procedure 

Students utilize “student friendly” 
checklist to improve responses



Unit 3 Week 1
Performance Task Question

�After reading “A Reluctant Traveler” 
and “Where Did That Come From?”, 
reflect on how other cultures have 
influenced Paul and life in America? 
Cite evidence from both texts in 
your answer. 



Integrate Ideas – Text to Text
(Connection to the Essential Question)

Paired Text

Reading/Writing 
Workshop

Learned 
About 

Ourselves 
from Other

Cultures

 A Reluctant
Traveler
How have 

other cultures 
influences Paul?

Where Did 
That Come 

From?
How have other 

cultures influences 
life in America?

Conclusions

Can be filled out throughout the week. 

Students review 
the week’s readings 
and their notes and 
complete the graphic 
organizer to answer 
the performance task.  

Your Turn!!!!!!



Sample Performance Task 
Answer….

     Other cultures from around the world have positively 
influenced Paul and life in America.  After tasting the 
Argentinian empanadas, the spices and flavors were 
familiar to Paul since he had something similar at his 
friends’ house back in America. In America many dishes 
we enjoy today have come from other cultures.  Based on 
Where Did That Come From?, hamburgers originated in 
Germany.
     Dancing to the beat and music can be found nearly 
in every culture in the world.  Paul enjoys breakdancing 
back home, but he thought the Argentinian Tango 
dancing he observed at the plaza was pretty cool.  
According to Where Did That Come From?, many dances 
in America come from other cultures such as hip hop 
and rap which is traced back to West Africa and the 
Caribbean.
     Sports from different cultures have made an impact 
in Paul’s life as well as in everyday America.  Paul 
realizes that soccer is also played in Argentina, and like 
in America, the fans get excited, attend the games, and 
decorate their neighborhoods.  As stated in Where Did 
That Come From?, soccer is one sport that many cultures 
share including Italy and China.
     Learning about how other cultures have affected 
America and Paul helps us appreciate and respect people 
from places around the world and how their foods, 
dances and sports have influenced our lives. 



Student 
Friendly 
Checklist



A Guide to Scoring 
Analytical Writing







Teacher Modeling/Think Aloud 
• Teacher/student analyze question by discussing what is necessary to 
fulfill the requirement of the task 
• Teacher/students examine text to support the responses 

Write Answers To The Questions 
• Students write individual answers 
• Students share written responses in pairs/groups 

Improving Responses 
Compare and Justify 
• Guide students in discussing whether the answer fulfills the reading concepts 
embodied in the task and are supported by the selection 

Develop Better Responses 
• Use student responses to build and model complete paraphrased text-based 
answers 

Application For Ongoing Instruction 
• Students practice responding to similar questions and apply strategies 
independently with various texts 
• Teachers select assessments for primary and secondary benchmarks using the 
reading standards format 

Performance Task 
Instructional Procedure 

Students utilize “student friendly” 
checklist to improve responses



Key Words to Notice 
and Understand

• Compare
• Contrast
• Theme
• Text Evidence

Would the lessons 
taught this 

week help the 
students answer 

this question 
effectively?




